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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statements filed on February 14, 2005; December 6, 
2004; June 30, 2004; and May 28, 2004 have been considered by the Examiner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-5 allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reasons for the indication of the allowability of claims 1 -5 are: 

Regarding claims 1-3, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations of a cover and hinge assembly wherein 
the first arm of the socket is received in the first groove of the cover when the cover is in 
the open position; wherein the second arm of the socket is received in the second 
groove of the cover when the cover is in the closed position; wherein an end of the first 
arm engages an end of the first groove, and an end of the projection engages a first 
landing on the hinge clip when the cover is in the open position; wherein an end of the 
second arm engages an end of the second groove , and an end of the member engages 
a second landing on the hinge clip when the cover is in the closed position; the hinge 
clip defining a third arm spaced from the second arm to define a spacing for receiving 
the member of the cover when the cover is in the closed position. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5 the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations of a cable trough system wherein the first 
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arm of the socket is received in the first groove of the cover to define the open position; 
wherein the second arm of the socket is received in the second groove of the cover to 
define the closed position; wherein the hinge clip defines a first landing, and wherein the 
first portion of the main body of the cover engages the first landing when the cover is in 
the open position to limit further opening of the cover; wherein the hinge clip defines a 
second landing, and wherein the second portion of the main body of the cover engages 
the second landing when the cover is in the closed position to limit further closing of the 
cover; wherein the hinge clip includes a third arm spaced from the second arm to 
define a spacing , the spacing receiving a projection of the main body of the cover 
formed by the second portion of the main body of the cover when the cover is in the 
closed position. 

These limitations are found in claims 1-5, and are neither disclosed nor taught by 
the prior art of record, alone or in combination. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Herzog et al (US 6,916,986 and US 6,835,891 ) disclose a cover 
for cable trough. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

October 28, 2005 



Angel R. Estrada 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2831 


